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Pride in the Poultry Farm
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Being proud of a farming enterprise is easy if the farm and
related buildings are kept looking nice and orderly. Some-
times when farm buildings are built, there is not an overall plan
that will take into account other buildings that may be con-
structed later. Also, efficiency of labor may not be a primary
consideration at the time. If these items are overlooked,
managing the farm and keeping everything orderly may be
more difficult.

Pride of ownership is important to the self-concept of
each poultry farmer. Proper landscaping and regular mainte-
nance of buildings and equipment make the farmstead look
much better and make it easy for the owner to show pride in
his farm.

Results of research at Auburn University indicate that
there is a direct correlation between the appearance of a
poultry farm and the performance inside the chicken house.
The Auburn study involved 200 poultry farms, half of which
were consistently in the top one-third of all company growers
and half of which were in the bottom one-third. Those thathad
a neat well-cared-for house and farm were always the most
profitable. The conclusions reached were that farmers who
took pride in the appearance of their total farm and gave
attention to details required to keep the farm looking nice also
gave attention to detail in the broiler house and provided the
type of management program that placed them among top
growers.

Poultry Farm Management

Poultry farmers should always provide optimum condi-
tions in the broiler house if they want to be among the top
producers and maximize on profits. The primary concerns of
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broiler producers are house and bird temperature, ventilation,
feed, water, litter conditions and overall bird health. All of
these factors are critical to success in producing broilers and
they are topics which the company field service representa-
tive will discuss with each grower during regular visits. In
addition, there are several other areas around the farm that
will need attention to maintain appearances and keep every-
thing functioning properly.

The first area that should get attention is weeds and
grass. Firstof all it is advantageous to have good grass cover
around farm building, particularly the broiler houses. Grass
helps reduce reflected heat which in turn helps keep house
temperatures under control in hot weather. Well established
grasses also prevent soil erosion which in severe cases could
result in damage to the house pad or the footing and founda-
tion of the poultry house. Grass should always be kept mowed
and weeds should also be kept under control. Not only are
unmown weeds and grass unsightly, but they can encourage
rodents and can also reduce the effectiveness of natural
ventilation. Tall weeds and grass provide rats and mice a
place to hide that is close to the building. Most rodent control
programs will stress the need to keep areas around buildings
mowed frequently.

Trees with low hanging limbs can also be problems
around the broiler farm. The low limbs may not look too bad
from an appearance standpoint but they can certainly reduce
air movement if they are too close to buildings. In very warm
weather, when natural ventilation is a must, all low limbs
should be pruned and hauled away.
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Roads that provide access to the farm building should
alsobe properly maintained for appearance and easy access.
Roads should be in good repair with any low spots filled to
prevent problems in wet weather. Weeds should not be
allowed to grow along roadways or in the roadbed. Mowing
and the use of herbicides can easily keep weeds from
becoming a problem.

Broiler house feed bins should also be on the
preventive maintenance list. Covers should always be
in good repair and in place to prevent water from getting
into bins. Wet feed can cake and result in an improper
flow. In addition, wet feed can develop mold which in
turn can lead to an aflotoxin problem. Ladders leading
to the top of bins should always be in good repair to
minimize dangerto anyone needingto use them. Spilled
feed should be avoided and removed immediately if a
spill occurs. Feed spills attract wild birds and rodents
and if wet can also attract flies.

Another detail that can have a major impact on the
appearance of the farm is waste disposal and disposal
of dead birds. Disposal of litter is a must on a regular
basis. Some growers clean their houses annually and
others on a more frequent basis. At cleaning time litter
can sometimes spill from trucks or loaders onto areas
outside of the broiler house. Not only does the spilled
litter look and smell bad, but it can also attract flies. Any
misplaced litter should be removed and proper disposal
methods used at the end of the cleaning session. Daily
removal of dead birds from poultry houses is a must for
any type of farm. Removal should be followed by the
correct disposal technique. Growers in Oklahoma have
a number of options; disposal pits (in areas where soll
types encourage percolation), composting, incinera-
tion, and freezing with periodic removal.

The exterior of buildings should always be on the
maintenance list. Proper repair and painting is essen-
tial not only to maintain the appearance of buildings, but
also to extend their useful life.

Drainage around the farmstead is also animportant
aspect. Not only should proper drainage be provided to
prevent storm water from entering the building, but also
to prevent water from standing for long periods of time.
Standing puddles of water encourage mosquitoes and
kill vegetation, so low spots should be filled to prevent
such problems. Also, drainage ditches should be
properly mowed and maintained to give storm water an
easy exit. Any trash and debris should be removed from
ditches and grass and weeds kept short to encourage
water flow.

Last, but certainly not least, is the removal of old
vehicles and equipment from the farmstead. It is
sometimes easy to allow equipment and vehicles to
remain where they were last used. Not only do they
detract from the appearance of the farm, but they
hamper mowing, they can be a harbor for rodents, and
they can reduce the overall efficiency of the farm
because they are always in the way. Oklahoma does
not always enjoy the reputation of having clean and
neat farmsteads, so everyone is encouraged to do his/
her part to improve the appearance of the farm and
maybe the overall efficiency of production will also
improve.
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